
Project Sponsored by Group of Companies

MORE ELECTED OFFICIALS & POLITICIANS

13

OPENED CONGRESS TO ASIAN AMERICANS   

Long before Indian Americans became a visible force in
U.S. politics, Dalip Singh Saund (1899-1973) broke one of its
biggest barriers. Born in Punjab, India, he immigrated to the
United States in 1920, earned M.A. and Ph.D. degrees from the
University of California, Berkeley, and became a U.S. citizen
in 1949. A farmer, judge, and Democrat, Saund was elected in
1956 as the first Asian American and first Indian American
member of the U.S. House of Representatives, representing
California for three terms (1957-1963). Congressional
Progressive Caucus.

DALIP SINGH SAUND

14

BIOTECH VISIONARY RUNNING FOR OHIO GOVERNOR  

Vivek Ramaswamy is an entrepreneur, author, and
Republican politician who rose to national prominence
during his 2024 U.S. presidential campaign. In 2026, he
won the Republican nomination for governor of Ohio and
is contesting the general election. Born into a family of
Indian heritage in Ohio, he graduated from Harvard
University and Yale Law School before founding his
biotechnology company Roivant Sciences. He is known
for his outspoken conservative views and business
leadership.

VIVEK RAMASWAMY
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A YOUNG TRAILBLAZER IN OHIO POLITICS  

Elected to the Ohio House of Representatives at a young
age of 23, Niraj Antani became one of America's
youngest state legislators. A Republican, he later made
history as the first Indian American and first Hindu
American elected to the Ohio State Senate, serving from
2021 to 2024. Born in Ohio to a family with roots in India,
Antani graduated from The Ohio State University. A
Forbes 30 Under 30 honoree, he authored Ohio's landmark
NIL law granting college athletes rights to their name,
image, and likeness.

NIRAJ ANTANI 
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BREAKING BARRIERS WITH A TURBAN AND A VISION  

Ravinder "Ravi" Bhalla made history in 2017 as the first
turbaned Sikh mayor of a major U.S. city, leading
Hoboken in New Jersey, despite facing racist attacks
during his campaign. Born in New Jersey to a family with
roots in Punjab, India, he earned degrees from the
University of California, Berkeley, and the Louisiana
State University Paul M. Hebert Law Center. A civil rights
attorney, Bhalla later became mayor (2018-2024) and now
serves in the New Jersey General Assembly, representing
the 32nd Legislative District.

RAVINDER BHALLA
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A VOICE FOR INNOVATION AND PUBLIC SERVICE  

An engineer-turned-public servant, Upendra Chivukula
became the first Indian American elected to the New
Jersey General Assembly, serving from 2002 to 2014. Born
in Nellore, India, he earned engineering degrees from the
College of Engineering, Guindy, and the City College of
New York before a career at AT&T Bell Labs. A Democrat,
he also served as mayor, deputy mayor, and council
member of Franklin Township, and later as a
commissioner of the New Jersey Board of Public
Utilities, championing clean energy and technology.

UPENDRA J. CHIVUKULA
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A PIONEER ELECTED TO PUBLIC OFFICE

Long before Indian Americans gained a visible presence in
U.S. politics, Kumar Barve became the first person of Indian
origin elected to a U.S. state legislature, winning a seat in the
Maryland House of Delegates in 1990. Born in Schenectady,
New York, to Prabhakar and Neera Barve, he later became
House Majority Leader. Barve helped shape Maryland's
landmark 1993 health insurance reforms, expanded patients'
healthcare choices, and, as Technology Subcommittee
Chairman, spearheaded the creation of the Maryland
Technology Development Corporation (TEDCO) and key
consumer protections for online commerce.

KUMAR BARVE
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A PROGRESSIVE VOICE FOR NEW YORK  

From the New York State Assembly to City Hall, Mayor
Zohran Kwame Mamdani has emerged as one of the
leading voices of a new generation of American politics.
Elected mayor of New York City in 2026 after representing
the 36th Assembly District (2021-2025), he has championed
affordable housing, public transit, and economic justice.
Born in Uganda and raised in New York City, Mamdani is
an Indian Ugandan American and the son of acclaimed
filmmaker Mira Nair and scholar Mahmood Mamdani. He
is a graduate of Bowdoin College.

MAYOR ZOHRAN MAMDANI
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