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ADVOCATE OF CONSUMER RIGHTS AND CIVIL LIBERTIES  

Kevin Thomas made history in 2018 as the first Indian
American elected to the New York State Senate, flipping for
Democrats a long-held seat by Republicans. An attorney who
immigrated to the United States at age 10, he earned degrees
from St. John's University and Western Michigan
University's Cooley Law School. As Assistant Majority
Leader for House Operations and Chair of the Senate
Consumer Protection Committee, serving the Senate till 2024,
Thomas championed consumer privacy, data protection,
student loan reform, civil rights, and economic opportunities
for working families.

KEVIN THOMAS
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REDEFINING THE ROLE OF AMERICA'S SECOND LADY  

Usha Vance is rewriting history as the first Indian
American and first practicing Hindu Second Lady of the
United States. Born in San Diego to Indian immigrant
parents, she earned degrees from Yale University,
Cambridge University as a Gates Scholar, and Yale Law
School. A distinguished lawyer, she clerked for Chief
Justice John Roberts and Justice Brett Kavanaugh before
entering public life. Married to Vice President J.D. Vance,
she is also the first spouse of a sitting U.S. Vice President
in more than 150 years to give birth (to their 4th child)
while in office.

USHA VANCE
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FROM STATEHOUSE TO THE WORLD STAGE 

Nikki Haley rose from Governor of South Carolina to
become U.S. Ambassador to the United Nations. She was
the first woman to lead South Carolina, the second Indian
American governor in U.S. history, and at 39, the youngest
governor. Born Nimrata Nikki Randhawa, she earned an
accounting degree from Clemson University. As governor,
she helped recruit over 85,000 jobs, lowered
unemployment, led the bipartisan effort to remove the
Confederate flag from the Statehouse grounds, and signed
the nation's first anti-BDS law supporting Israel. She was
an also-ran for President in 2024.

NIKKI HALEY
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TECH ENTREPRENEUR TURNED 
PROGRESSIVE STRATEGIST   

Saikat Chakrabarti is a second-generation Indian
American born to Bengali immigrant parents from India,
whose career bridges Silicon Valley and national politics. A
Harvard University graduate and Silicon Valley tech
millionaire, he was a founding engineer at the payment
platform Stripe before leading technology for Bernie
Sanders' 2016 presidential campaign. He co-founded Justice
Democrats, managed Alexandria Ocasio-Cortez's landmark
campaign, and served as her Chief of Staff, helping shape
the Green New Deal. In 2026, he ran as a progressive
Democrat for California's 11th Congressional District but
was defeated in the primary election.
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OPENING DOORS FOR ASIAN AMERICANS IN DC  

Dr. Joy Cherian made history in 1987 when President
Ronald Reagan appointed him Commissioner of the U.S.
Equal Employment Opportunity Commission (EEOC),
making him the first Asian American to hold a sub-
Cabinet-level position in the U.S. government. Born in
Kerala, India, he earned degrees from the University of
Kerala, The Catholic University of America, and George
Washington University. A champion of equal
employment, civil rights, and Indian American civic
engagement, Cherian founded the Indian American
Forum for Political Education and received the Pravasi
Bharatiya Samman for his contributions.

JOY CHERIAN
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STRENGTHENING AMERICA'S TIES 
WITH SOUTH AND CENTRAL ASIA

Nisha Desai Biswal is a distinguished diplomat and public
policy leader who became the first Indian American
Assistant Secretary of State for South and Central Asian
Affairs in 2013. Born in India and raised in the United States,
she earned a degree from the University of Virginia. Biswal
previously served as Assistant Administrator for Asia at
USAID, overseeing development programs across 22
countries, and later led U.S. diplomacy to strengthen
economic, strategic, and regional partnerships across South
and Central Asia.

NISHA DESAI BISWAL
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COURTROOM TO TOP LAW ENFORCEMENT POST  

A diehard Trump supporter, Kash Patel became the
ninth director of the FBI in 2025, following a career
spanning public defense, national security, and
intelligence. Born in New York to Gujarati immigrant
parents, he earned degrees from the University of
Richmond, Pace University School of Law, and University
College London. Patel served as a DOJ national security
prosecutor, National Security Council counterterrorism
chief, deputy director of national intelligence, and chief
of staff at the Department of Defense, overseeing major
counterterrorism operations and national security
initiatives.

KASH PATEL
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