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FROM IMMIGRANT ROOTS TO 
INFRASTRUCTURE LEADERSHIP 

Kris Kolluri, who immigrated to New Jersey from India
with his family in 1985, is a leading infrastructure
executive serving as president and CEO of NJ TRANSIT
and executive director of the New Jersey Turnpike
Authority. He previously served as New Jersey
transportation commissioner and led the Gateway
Development Commission, overseeing the Hudson Tunnel
project. A transportation expert, Kolluri has managed
major public agencies spanning mass transit, toll roads,
and infrastructure development.

KRIS KOLLURI
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ARCHITECT OF DIGITAL GOVERNMENT REVOLUTION 

Born in New Delhi, India, Vivek Kundra became a
trailblazer in technology and governance, appointed by
President Barack Obama in 2009 as the first federal chief
information officer of the United States. A graduate of
the University of Maryland with a bachelor's degree and
a master of science in information technology, he
pioneered government transparency and digital
transformation. Previously, he served as CTO of
Washington, D.C., and assistant secretary of Commerce
and Technology for Virginia, earning national
recognition for innovation.

VIVEK KUNDRA
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FROM MARINE INTELLIGENCE TO 
PUBLIC SERVICE LEADERSHIP  

Raj Mukherji is a New Jersey State Senator, lawyer,
entrepreneur, and former healthcare and technology CEO
who has dedicated his career to public service. Elected to
the Senate in 2023, he previously served in the General
Assembly, including as majority whip and deputy speaker.
A former U.S. Marine Corps Reserve sergeant in military
intelligence, Mukherji also served as Jersey City deputy
mayor and chaired the Housing Authority for 15 years. A
second-generation immigrant, he holds degrees from
Princeton, the University of Pennsylvania, and Seton
Hall Law School.

RAJ MUKHERJI 
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DIPLOMAT WHO REDEFINED GLOBAL ENGAGEMENT  

Farah Pandith is a pioneering U.S. diplomat, foreign
policy strategist, and academic who became America's
first Special Representative to Muslim Communities in
2009 under Secretary of State Hillary Clinton. Serving
across three presidential administrations, she traveled to
nearly 100 countries to advance people-to-people
diplomacy and counter violent extremism. A senior fellow
at the Council on Foreign Relations, Pandith is the author
of How We Win and a Muhammad Ali Global Peace
Laureate.

FARAH PANDITH
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SHAPING THE FUTURE OF SOCIAL 
IMPACT AND INNOVATION   

Born in Mumbai to Gujarati parents, Sonal Shah moved
to the United States at age four and built a distinguished
career in public policy, philanthropy, and social
innovation. A graduate of the University of Chicago and
Duke University, she served on the Obama-Biden
Transition Advisory Board before becoming the first
director of the White House Office of Social Innovation
and Civic Participation in 2009. She also led philanthropic
initiatives at Google and Goldman Sachs and now heads
Georgetown University's Beeck Center, advancing
entrepreneurship and public impact.

SONAL SHAH
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FIRST INDIAN AMERICAN TO 
REPRESENT AMERICA IN INDIA 

Richard Verma, a distinguished diplomat, U.S. Air
Force veteran, and lawyer, made history as the first
Indian-American U.S. Ambassador to India (2014-2017). He
later served as Deputy Secretary of State for Management
and Resources, the State Department's CEO, after earlier
serving as Assistant Secretary for Legislative Affairs. A
former Mastercard executive, he holds degrees from
Lehigh University, American University, and Georgetown
University, including a Ph.D., and is a recipient of the
State Department's Distinguished Service Award.

RICHARD VERMA 
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PHYSICIAN-ECONOMIST TRANSFORMING 
GLOBAL DEVELOPMENT  

Dr. Rajiv "Raj" Shah is a physician, economist, and
philanthropist shaping solutions to the world's biggest
challenges. As President of the Rockefeller Foundation, he
leads global initiatives in health, green energy, food security,
and equitable development. He previously served as
administrator of USAID (2010-2015), advancing major
programs in global health, agriculture, and humanitarian
response, and as USDA undersecretary for research,
education, and economics. A graduate of the University of
Michigan and Wharton School, Shah continues to bridge
science, policy, and philanthropy.

RAJIV SHAH 
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ARCHITECT OF AMERICA'S DIGITAL HIGHWAY  

Ajit Pai, the first Indian-American to lead the Federal
Communications Commission (FCC), served as chairman
from 2017 to 2021 after being appointed by President
Donald Trump. Previously named an FCC commissioner
by President Barack Obama in 2012, he championed 5G
expansion, spectrum reform, and rural broadband access.
Best known for leading the repeal of net neutrality rules,
Pai is a lawyer and policy leader who earned degrees from
Harvard University and the University of Chicago Law
School. He currently serves as president and CEO of
CTIA, which represents the U.S. wireless
communications industry.

AJIT PAI
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