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FROM MUMBAI TO MANHATTAN'S 

GRANDEST CONCERT HALL 

Zubin Mehta is one of the greatest orchestral
conductors of the modern era, earning international
acclaim through his leadership of the New York
Philharmonic and his historic five-decade association
with the Israel Philharmonic Orchestra. Born in
Mumbai, he brought Indian excellence to the pinnacle of
Western classical music, including conducting the iconic
Three Tenors concert in 1990. A recipient of the Kennedy
Center Honors, Praemium Imperiale, multiple Grammy
Awards, a Hollywood Walk of Fame star, and India's
Padma Bhushan and Padma Vibhushan, Mehta remains a
global cultural icon.

ZUBIN MEHTA 208

INDIA'S SAROD AMBASSADOR TO THE WEST  

Ali Akbar Khan transformed Indian classical music
into a global art form, winning widespread acclaim in the
United States as a virtuoso sarod maestro, composer, and
teacher. After moving to California, he founded the Ali
Akbar College of Music, which became a leading center
for Hindustani music in the West, and taught at the
University of California, Santa Cruz. A recipient of
India's Padma Bhushan and Padma Vibhushan, the
MacArthur Fellowship, and the U.S. National Heritage
Fellowship, Khan earned five Grammy nominations while
building an enduring musical bridge between India and
America.

ALI AKBAR KHAN
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GLOBAL QUEEN OF RAP-WITH INDIAN ROOTS  

Kashmir "Kash" Gill made history as the first Sikh
mayor in the United States and the first Indian American
mayor in California when he was elected to lead Yuba City
in 2009. Born in Punjab, India, he immigrated to
California with his family as a child and built a successful
career in banking after graduating from California State
University, Chico. A Republican, Gill served on the Yuba
City Council, as Vice Mayor, and as Mayor (2009-2010; 2013-
2014), championing flood protection, economic
development, and community partnerships.

NICKI MINAJ

211
THE HIP-HOP STAR WHO PUT 
INDIAN IDENTITY CENTER STAGE  

Raja Kumari, born SvethaYallapragada Rao, has carved
a unique place in American music by blending hip-hop
with Indian classical traditions. The California-born
rapper, singer, and songwriter has written chart-topping
hits for Gwen Stefani, Fall Out Boy, Iggy Azalea, and Fifth
Harmony, earning a BMI Pop Award for co-writing the
double-platinum hit Centuries. Trained in
Bharatanatyam, Kathak, and Kuchipudi, the daughter of
Indian immigrants from Andhra Pradesh has become a
global ambassador for Indian culture and the first artist
of Indian descent to win an American Music Award.

RAJA KUMARI
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NINE-TIME GRAMMY WINNER 
WITH RAVI SHANKAR LEGACY   

Norah Jones, the nine-time Grammy Award-winning
singer, songwriter, and pianist, became a global sensation
with her debut album Come Away with Me, which won
five Grammys and has sold millions of copies worldwide.
The daughter of legendary sitar maestro Ravi Shankar
and half-sister of acclaimed sitar virtuoso Anoushka
Shankar, Jones, inherited one of India's most celebrated
musical legacies while forging her own path in American
music. Her soulful blend of jazz, folk, and pop has made
her one of the most successful recording artists of her
generation.

NORAH JONES
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THE FUSION PIONEER  

Karsh Kale is one of the pioneers of Indo-American
fusion music, revolutionizing global sounds by blending
Indian classical traditions with electronic music, jazz,
rock, and world rhythms. Described by Billboard as a
"visionary composer and producer," he has collaborated
with legends including Zakir Hussain, Ravi Shankar,
Sting, Herbie Hancock, Norah Jones, and Alicia Keys. His
award-winning album Cinema topped the iTunes World
Music charts, while his invitation to perform at the White
House, introduced by President Barack Obama,
underscored his influence as one of America's foremost
global music innovators.

KARSH KALE
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REIMAGINING JAZZ 

Vijay Iyer has redefined contemporary American jazz by
blending its rich traditions with Indian rhythmic structures
and avant-garde experimentation. The New York-born
pianist, composer, and Harvard professor has released nearly
30 acclaimed albums and collaborated with some of the
world's finest musicians. A recipient of the prestigious
MacArthur "Genius" Fellowship and a multiple-time
DownBeat Jazz Artist of the Year, Iyer has become one of
America's most innovative musical voices.

VIJAY IYER

210
GRAMMY WINNER WHO TOOK 
INDIAN MUSIC GLOBAL  

Falu, originally named Falguni Shah, has emerged as
one of America's most celebrated Indian-origin
musicians, seamlessly blending Indian classical
traditions with contemporary Western sounds. A
Grammy Award winner for A Colorful World and
multiple-time Grammy nominee, she has collaborated
with A.R. Rahman, Yo-Yo Ma, Philip Glass, Wyclef Jean,
and Ricky Martin. Her performances at Carnegie Hall,
the White House, and the Time 100 Gala have made her a
powerful cultural ambassador, bringing India's musical
heritage to audiences across the United States and the
world.

FALU
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