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WEAVING INDIAN HERITAGE 
INTO AMERICAN HAUTE COUTURE 

Born in Odisha, Bibhu Mohapatra transformed his
passion for Indian textiles into one of America's most
respected luxury fashion brands. After studying at New
York's Fashion Institute of Technology, where he won the
Critics' Award for Best Evening Wear Designer in 1997, he
refined his craft at Halston and J. Mendel before
launching his label in 2008. His elegant creations have
dressed Michelle Obama, Glenn Close, Jennifer Lopez,
Lupita Nyong'o, and other global icons, blending Indian
artistry with contemporary American couture.

BIBHU MOHAPATRA
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BLENDING EASTERN WISDOM INTO MAINSTREAM   

Dr. Deepak Chopra has been one of the most influential
voices in spirituality and integrative wellness in the
United States, introducing millions to meditation,
Ayurveda, and mind-body healing. The Indian-American
physician has authored several books, including The
Seven Spiritual Laws of Success, Ageless Body, Timeless
Mind, and Quantum Healing, many of them New York
Times bestsellers. Founder of the Chopra Foundation and
Chopra Global, he continues to teach meditation. He was
honored with the Ellis Island Medal of Honor and named
by TIME among the century's most influential heroes and
icons.

DEEPAK CHOPRA
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A VOICE FOR REVOLUTIONARY LOVE  

Valarie Kaur has emerged as one of America's leading
Sikh-American activists, blending faith, law, and
storytelling to champion justice and compassion.
Founder of the Revolutionary Love Project, she inspired a
global movement through her bestselling books See No
Stranger and Sage Warrior. A Yale-trained lawyer, award-
winning filmmaker, and acclaimed TED speaker, Kaur
has addressed the White House and the Pentagon while
advocating for civil rights, interfaith harmony, immigrant
justice, and an end to hate crimes.

VALARIE KAUR
243

THE RISE AND FALL OF A YOGA EMPIRE  

Bikram Choudhury popularized hot yoga in the United
States, transforming his signature 26-posture practice into a
global fitness phenomenon. From California, he built an
international network of his studios that attracted
celebrities and thousands of followers. His legacy, however,
was overshadowed by multiple allegations of sexual assault
and harassment, civil lawsuits, and multimillion-dollar
judgments that forced him to leave the United States. His
dramatic downfall was chronicled in the Netflix
documentary Bikram: Yogi, Guru, Predator.

BIKRAM CHOUDHURY 
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BRINGING ANCIENT WISDOM TO MODERN AMERICA  

Eknath Easwaran (1910-1999) introduced millions of
Western readers to the timeless wisdom of Hindu
spirituality through meditation, teaching, and lucid
translations of India's sacred texts. After arriving in the
United States as a Fulbright Scholar, he founded the Blue
Mountain Center of Meditation and pioneered the first
accredited university course on meditation at UC
Berkeley. His bestselling works, including The Bhagavad
Gita for Daily Living, The Upanishads, The
Dhammapada, and Gandhi the Man, have sold more than
two million copies worldwide.

EKNATH EASWARAN
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SPREAD JAINISM IN AMERICA  

Gurudev Shree Chitrabhanu (1922-2019) pioneered the
spread of Jainism in the United States after arriving in 1971.
In 1973, he founded the Jain Meditation International Center
in Manhattan, establishing the first Jain place of worship in
America. Through his teachings on nonviolence, meditation,
and spiritual living, he introduced Jain philosophy to a wider
audience and helped unite the growing Jain diaspora. He also
inspired the creation of the Federation of Jain Associations
in North America (JAINA), strengthening the community
across the continent.

CHITRABHANU JAIN
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SAINT WHO INTRODUCED 
LORD KRISHNA TO THE US  

At the age of 69, A.C. Bhaktivedanta Swami
Prabhupada (1896-1977) travelled from India to the United
States with little more than faith and a mission. In 1966,
he founded the International Society for Krishna
Consciousness (ISKCON), transforming the Hare Krishna
movement into a global spiritual force. Through his
English translations and commentaries on the Bhagavad-
gita As It Is and the multi-volume Srimad Bhagavatam,
along with the Back to Godhead magazine, he introduced
millions to bhakti yoga and the timeless teachings of Lord
Krishna.

AC BHAKTIVEDANTA SWAMI PRABHUPADA

RELIGION AND SPIRITUALITY
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